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; . 1. step down as/from iEfir, M ...... i F RT3k (leave

yi%@anc@ an important job or position, especially to allow
someone else to take your place)
- He was forced to step down from his post.
Author/ ZhuHongyi i MBEIRR{L_EIR T3,
KOG ERBHF B E R g 2 Doard bod/ o B (boacd of directors)
. cite /sartf v. 3| i
‘ 4-adesive o dosth, HETHIEG
o 5. away A~ stop being involved in sth.
Bytel;)azme co-founder Yiming Zhaflg has stepped down as the company's | I—‘I":Exfe'ver: d awiy‘f’tgymm;u"g desire to help p)eople.
chairman and left the board, according to a person close to the matter. 8 IS T A R B A 0

Earlier this year, Zhang had announced that he would be leaving the CEOQ ¢ rjjove 1 felou! adj. F2E, FI—RmoL
position, citing a desire to step away from daily management. Liang, his fellow .t 5w worker HE ’
ByteDance cu»me(:er {M}m at the time served as head of human resources, began . i countrymen FI
to transition into role. s e’ <
The change comes as ByteDance works to restructure its operations more broadly. Zr t:t:ln‘s m(.m ftreen m]ﬂa)rui:‘:v;{liﬁé%mge fo a new state
- transition into IR
- a transition period i3 ER
- transition from sth. to sth. A ...... T#E ...
- The transition from boyhood to manhood can be a
confusing period.
MPER RERITIE, A—MHEAFBER .
8. work to do sth. Fh 5 FEH
- The company is working hard to improve its image.
EFRATEES ARAL TR
9. restructure / mi:"straktfar/ v. A5y
-HHA: re- M, F—iK, structure- £54
10. broadly /'bra:d li, ‘bra:dli/ adv. [“FEH, KiEMEHL

[ciiginal

ireversible ..., s
IRERY: TR AR

1. fall short of i574-%|
- fall far short of JEIEAE], AR
L@E%ﬁygﬁh;fy%mrt of the need. - ——

{7 RR7SR W] b
2, avert /o vart B ( R FHEE) . | ‘/
- A disaster was averted just in time.
— IR R RS T, ational plans to cut carbon fall far short of
- He did his best to avert suspicion. what's needed to avert dangerous climate
it R change, according to the UN Environment
3. be on course to sp. EHE M £ Programme.
- course kors/ n. B2, EE Their Emissions Gap report says country pledges
- be on course to do sth. IEFESEMHH, ETEHF] W‘H fail to keep the global temperature under 1.5C
HH RS (R TX) this century.
- I think he's on course to play on Wednesday. The Unep analysis suggests the world is on course
A TR T LITR =M 2. to warm around 2.7C with hugely destructive

impacts.



"DO07: DEapPoOL"
GROSSED 56 MiLLION
IN ITS NORTH AMERICAN

OPENING WEEKEND
€007: RiEAtsE) LEHARES
A56007% % T

O B

fter over 18 months of pandemic delays,
"No Time to Die" opened on target. The

final James Bond film of the Daniel Craig era

grossed $56 million from 4,407 North American

theaters.

It didn't break any pandemic or 007 records, but
it didn't fall significantly short either and is in
fact the fourth-best opening in the 25-film series.
Bond has always had an older audience which
is typically less inclined to rush out for the first

weekend.

0 #8s

1. open on target 3§31 ERR

» open /'oupan/ v. Bk, FF3; (BRREEIE)L
B, LR

on target #Zi1%)

2 oo Jgroos! . BB, BEBE
» The Batile at Lake Changjin has grossed over 4
billion yuan.

;Iﬁ (R MAEBBASSRM T 02X

3 ;re:k arecord fTRELE R

4. fall short R FHAEITRAS A B AR (to fail to
reach an amount or standard that was expected or
hoped for)

» In companson to her previous movie, this one falls
short.

gmt—%ﬁ?#ﬂﬂﬂ:. EEREEA R RMA

5. be inclined to do sth. $FE1THRE
;b;lcss inclined to do sth. FAMETFHAKEM

NESTLE GCLASSIC
PRODUCTS, CHRISTMAS

Or CuT OFF SUPPLY
ERERTG, EEREH

| R
he maker of Quality Street and Lion bars

has said it is experiencing some supply
chain problems ahead of the Christmas period.
But Mark Schneider, the chief executive of
Nestle, told the BBC that it was working hard
to make sure products made it on to shelves this
winter.
A number of sectors have had problems with
their supply chains due to a chronic shortage of
HGV drivers.

| BE~
1. supply chain { B4
2. experience problems EIE/E)6, EBER
- It is experiencing financial problems.
EfEEAan SEE.
- We are experiencing technical problems.
BAIEE S AREE.
3.ahead of £ ... ZR[
- You have to stay at home ahead of next semester.
FETFATZZH, BEEEFERE.
4. make it EEE, JAF); FAFGEER
- make it on to the shelves GE#5 %42
- I made 1t to the college.
BAIHELTXE.
- I made 1t to the station.
FRIRRTEE) T ik,
5. chronic /' kra:nik/ ady. $HARY
- the country's chronic unemployment problem %
EKAATFERRL B
6. HGV drivers FZE Tl
-iE ¥ #ik: lomry dnivers, truck dnivers
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M PHEBERE, RRKTLHRESHAT,
RAYALKEST, ERBRKGIER, RARKE
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1 48—9

I think like a genius.

Twrite hike a distinguished writer.

And I speak like a child.

—Vladimir Nabokov, Writer, Strong opinions
FMQRF I TH

MR —A R ERAHF

FAE— AT IR

——#iA R, R, (RIFLL)

| 4a—%

* @&

distinguished adj. di &.49, 4 Adtd)
distinguished guests # # 45 % A

1 48—

All of us may have stch a complex and rich level
of character, and among them, that kind of naive,
childish side, is my most treasured. Although it
may gradually become blurred with the passing
of life, but it will inadvertently jump out, so that
a certain moment in life, become brilliant. Do
you have a childish side to life? What have you
ever done that is full of childlike fun? Iwish you
all the best.
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1.meta- B8

0 -

BAREN:

@AETRY A (involving change)

@Y T — A R3] (outside the normal hmits
of something)

metacognition 7CIAK]
‘metaphysics BT L3

2 rebranding % [ n:'breendm)] 3 [ n: braendiy]
n BHEER

3avatar-filled (F30) AR L FAFE
-

avatar UK /'@vata:/ US /' ®vata:r/
o é?&!‘iiﬁ%i%&ﬁﬁm&ﬁﬁ@k% (R

i
4 battle 3% [ baetol] 3 [batal] v. 34

Y

9]

| iz

l}& — AR E.
“Metaverse” TLFMH. TFH

e T—TETERMARLNTEITHR,

ERTHRE, FALNE—TETECHE

BLAK, RELIGEH TSN FH~R, HEF

ELF R0 53 4 4 B0 L 0B T AR o PR AL Z 5,

AFEERRNMNE BT RMPLIAATEN?

ER&S| R HAREME?
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1g Tech Wants You to Live m a Virtual

'World. are for Real Problems.
BHEARAREFE— T RUHERE,
SIS ERE B
Heard of the "metaverse” lately? It has been
hard not to.
Facebook Chief Executive Mark Zuckerberg
mentioned tech’s latest buzzword 16 times on
his company's most recent earnings call last
month. The future of Facebook, he said, is a
metaverse—a virtual environment where you
can be physically present to hang out, play
games, work and create.
A virtual world featuring avatars, digital
objects and functioning economies 1s a world
where technology is all encompassing and not
simply a discrete tool. So naturally, the world's
largest technology companies want to play
a role—preferably a leading one. Facebook
sells virtual reality headsets, while Microsoft
sells augmented reality devices designed for
business use. Apple Inc. is widely rep ito

B

debate as to whether prolonged use of VR is
physically safe,

Mostly, though, a virtual world hands even
more power to technology giants that many
argue have already amassed too much.

Big tech can probably build the metaverse.
But consumers will have to think hard about
whether they want to be there.

| & imgF &

Lbig tech FHEE %

i

iE {8\ % 3k: tech giant, tech tycoon; tech
magnate, tech mogul

B magnate §1 mogul F AR EERKAT,
Hi A, Eik tech magnate, tech mogul —f§
A

Tencent is a tech giant. and Pony Ma is the magnate/
mogul behind it.

HlRE—REHEEX, SHERABENESL.

2 metaverse 3 [‘metova:s] 5§ [‘metavaus] o FTF

H‘Iﬁmﬂa " #id " (beyond) verse I8FH
(universe)

3 buzzword 3 [bazws:d] % [bazwsid] o 1T
i, i

4eamings call L 2RSS (—RELIR
EEURERRIT)

5 physically present & SH A, SIEHE

6 feature 3 [fitfo] 3 [fitfor] v BL.. fERH
fiE; n $HE

Bk :

Afeatures BB 2 A U45{E, A BB ABLITE,
ABEB

7.avatar % [ evota:] 3 [‘mvatar] n. {fEIFLILD (6B
R ; WEABNLS (EEAREAR
8.function 3 [ fagkfn] 5 [ fakfnlv &E1EM, %
E‘ﬂ?;ﬁ Emﬂﬁ' o {Ef

be working on AR devices of its owr.

But a world through VR has plenty of
drawbacks. For many, the experience can be
hot, sweaty, and even nauseating. And much
like social media itself, there is still ongoing

g 3 [m'kampasiy] 3§ [m'kampasm]
adj aEH, 5N
B -

Encompass UK /i kampas/ US /m'kampas/ vt. ]

i

| §ig
Lithpd 8] 10 A 28 H, EEH# 35E % Facebook

EREHER A Meta, BEEAT logo oy E

—i&E “ER" EXHFS.

| #Ex R

Facebook is changing its name to Meta,
reflecting the company’s push to build

an avatar-filled virtual world known as the

metaverse as it battles a deepening public

relations crisis and growing regulatory scrutiny.

SRR

B (Gl=) 8&#EA

all-encompassmg Q1 F H R, TATEH
(including ev )

10.discrete 2% [dr'skrit] & [dskeid] adj. (E#Z

E?ﬁiﬁﬂt?ﬁﬁ*ﬂﬂ‘]. HEMIFERN

(XEFRG) BAEEESNIE: al
encompassing BF ARE, THFELH
11.play a role 2B AM{EM; BLURIRF

12 preferably 2 [ ‘prefiabh] 3 [ prefiabli] adv. &
ﬂ‘ﬂﬂl BHERN, BEER

p!tfmblndj BEWENRM EEEM (being

13 vutua]rmhty

ISR (fFR VR)

E&wﬁeﬂ reality $ESRISE (fffR AR)
Augment UK /3:q'ment/ US /a:q 'ment/ v_ fil38
15.drawback 2 ['dro:bek] 3% [ 'dracbek] n. 5,
ﬁﬁ. ER i F4

mng has plenty of drawbacks.
HE/ RMBREBA.

There is still ongoing debate in western countries
as o whether it 1s now appropniate time to

open borders to foreign tourists.
EEJ‘E%. XTHEREE T EIEFEFR

G

i

BEEAENL, DIAFESL. K
17 prolong # [pra'log] 3 [pro’la:g] vt. HE4K =% 35
k- .
prolonged use STREREA, FEMiT Heniia) B
18 hand % [heend] 3 [hend] v 3548, B4 sE BN
1S‘amass§[amms}§[amm]vt RRTXE 7388
- (gather a mass of something)
fﬁﬁ
amass a preat fortune R T ABEAME

amass a lot of resources FA R 7 AR FiF
amass a great deal of experience JAR T A B S
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"[‘he night I agreed to try online dating, I told my roommate Meghan I hoped I wouldn't meet

anyone because that wasn't the kind of story Twanted to tell.
“Tknow myself,” I said. “Anything short of kismet won't work.” I have always loved the word “kismet.”
Arabic in origin (from “qisma,” meaning portion or lot), it's just a nerdy synonym for fate. But from a
young age, I have believed in it, searched for it and trusted I would find it.
The thought of “We met online” didn’t exactly weaken my knees.

3% Z& Nonetheless, rounding 40, never married and growing impatient, I composed a long profile that
T EEl included my favorite books, music and films. When I reached the question “What are you looking for

AN O

ina rdaucms}up"" I couldn’t help myself. “Kismet,” I wrote. “Is that so much to ask?”
Meghan had convinced me to start online dating by promising she would do it with me. To cover our
bases, we registered on two sites: OkCupid (which was free) and eHarmony (which was definitely

. not). Soon Meghan began going on dates, returning to our San Francisco apartment with accounts of
" cringe-worthy misrepresentations and awkward conversations.

I stayed home. I'd spotted zero signs of kismet (not even any afhshcor\lltﬂzrf“ﬂveﬂﬂp},mkdl refused
to settle for less. 1

Sometimes Meghan would cmryhﬂhptopmmnlybedmmn()nceshﬂsa!d, "1 found someone for
you. He's cute and funny, but too short for me.” (I'm 5-foot-1 Mmm,mrecﬂvﬂiﬂmﬂma
message from the same guy: “I'm sorry, but 1 just hiave to lay it on the line

v desplm
the fact you hear it all the time, that you're underiably, effortlessly and sf .
I grew discouraged. From what I could tell, the internet was n&lene]usmefwmt
Then one day I noticed a guy who looked hand: ‘Who

SOUIELSE e pies.
doesn’t like a handsome, smart man who bakes pies? Also, he had filled in the prompt “Contact me
if " with “you want to get out of town.” I was a traveler, always wanting to get out of town — so I
“favorited” him, the OkCupid equivalent of sending over a drink.

After two days of flirtatious banter, I finally broached the question that had been bothering me: “You
listed favorite music and films, but no books. Was that an oversight, or do you not read?”

“Recorded music has always spoken to me the way the written word speaks to most,” he replied.

I shut my computer. I was the daughter of bookshop owners, a lifelong collector of signed first
editions and an author. Discussing literature was the height of stimulation. Reading was fundamental
to my identity.

A few days later, he messaged: “Seems like you may be looking for a bookworm, which is fine.
However, you should be aware that I am a word nerd. I suggest this matter be resolved with a

.ﬂmi'ﬂad inserting h.lghsmrm,g words like “zootaxy” into messages. The ploy worked; we
mad‘ﬁ"fanmusphns to meet for Scrabble the following week.

Two nights later, heading home from my waitressing job, I boarded a bus and sat down next to an
attractive man who locked a lot like the word nerd’s profile picture. T couldn’t be sure, and T was too
nervous to sneak a confirming glance. Also, it was past midnight on a public bus — not the time or
place to study strangers’ faces.

Instead, I stared at my phone and said nothing. What are the chances, I wondered, in a city of roughly
800,000? But after three stops, when he got off in the neighborhood where he had told me he lived, T
knew.

In the morning, T messaged him through OkCupid: “Were you on the 71 bus late last night? T sat next
to someone who looked suspiciously like your photo.”

“Whoa,” he replied.
“Holy crap,” I wrote.

By Lavinia Spalding

Our first date lasted 12 hours. We went to an art gallery, the farmers’ market and a cafe, where we
plaved Scrabble. He seemed delighted when 1 won by 100 points. That night, we ate Ethiopian food
with our hands then crossed the street to a music hall where he whisked me upstairs to the V.IP.
section to watch Meshell Ndegeocello sing in the dark.

The whole affair was straight out of a kismet textbook. So when he continued to not read novels, and
when the ensuing weeks revealed more incompatibilities — he didn‘t like coffee, hated to fly, and
baked only one kind of pie (pumpkin, my least favorite) — I would think: But the universe put us

. 78 M\ together. And then I would give him another chance.
7 3¢ The chances paid off. Though he never drank coffee, he researched brewing techniques and learned
¥ &% to make a flawless French press, which he delivered to me in bed each morning. Once, as I was abuut

HFIEE

to tal,e my first sip, he rushed . “INot yet!” he said, and dropped a pinch of salt into my cup. “OK,
now.”

36355 He also traveled with me, pale and quiet and pushing the call button repeatedly to ask how long the

turbulence would last. He tried Xanax and Ambien. Nothing worked, but he swore his flight anxiety
worldn't interfere with future adventures.

I was in love and happy, but doubts simmered. I still occasionally fantasized about a man who would
sip coffee with me and read novels in bed on our frequent trips to India.

7% When I shared this with my therapist, she told me to “have a funeral for the death of romantic

illusion.”

One February afternoon, he and I were playing
Scrabble in the park when I reached into the bag
of tiles hoping for the Q and pulled out a ring
mnstead. I dropped 1t on the board as 1f I had been
electrocuted. “What is that?”
“It's a ring,” he said.
“What's it doing here?”
“Will you make me the happiest man in the
world?” he asked.
It has been eight years since I calmed down and
somehow found the presence of mind to spell
“Yes” in Scrabble tiles.
My husband still won't touch coffee, but he
continues to brew a sublime French press and
occasionally even delivers me a lightly salted
cup in bed. He still doesn’t go in for novels, but
he’s easily read a thousand books to our 6-year-
old son, who shares my passion for literature.
And though he hasn’t conquered his fear
of flying, we developed a system: We take
direct, daytime flights in calm weather, and if
turbulence hits, he chugs two glasses of red wine
and passes out. We haven’t yet made it to India,
but we have been to Italy, Tunisia, Portugal,
France, Spain and Morocco. I've even come
around, slowly, to appreciating pumpkin pie.
Somehow his tastes better.
Two years ago, we celebrated the 10-year
anniversary of the night we shared a bench
seat on the 71 bus. With reservations at our
favorite restaurant, we were dressed up and
anticipating a four-course dinner, fine wine and
uninterrupted conversation. But five minutes
before our babysitter arrived, our son started
vomiting, so we celebrated at home with our
sick child tucked between us, watching a Disney
movie on the couch.
So much for romantic illusion. And good
riddance. It has taken me too long to understand
that compatibility defies algorithms, and that
kismet is less about fateful encounters and
favorite books than it is about finding someone
who's eager to face his fears — and make coffee
he doesn’t even drink — just to be with me.
Author/ Zhu Hnngw
1 #5R
1. cringe-werthy adj. ‘?J\g)\ﬂ CRTEFAR) A
misrepresentation n. TP, T
eg. Her m!.hluﬂsm about unlul: dating was dampened by

}tﬁﬁk&ﬁkﬁﬂﬂ%&ﬂmﬁﬂﬂimﬂiﬁﬁxl
2. lay something on the line B & T LA, WER
&% (to speak bluntly and directly)
eg. I'll lay it on the line. I'm in love with someone else.
ﬁﬁﬂ‘!dﬂ! EELRIAT.
3. settle for something #BIEF, T=E T (o accept
something that is not exactly what yon want)
eg_ She never settles for second best.
ﬂ!&\ FHLRFRAR.

4. speak to Wmﬂbbﬂy EERGEMNRABWSID, ES
SRR
eg. Modern arijusl doesn’t speak to me.
ENRRERARETE.
5. compatibilityn. (B, K@) EE, && (e
ability to have a pood relationship with someone because
you have similar interests, ideas, etc. )
eg. You need a short period to get to know each other and

check your compatibility.
ﬁ'{i]ﬂ%tﬂﬂ F&ﬂﬂ EHT#&. BEEELET A
1 7TAR
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