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“FIMRKE” BAY?

compatibility RHAER?
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Goodbye, My Fantasy Man

y Lavinia Spalding

The night I agreed to try online dating, I
told my roommate Meghan I hoped I wouldn’t
meet anyone because that wasn’t the kind of
story I wanted to tell.
“I know myself,” I said. “Anything short of
kismet won’t work.” T have always loved the
word “kismet.” Arabic in origin (from “qisma,”
meaning portion or lot), it's just a nerdy
synonym for fate. But from a young age, I

have believed in it, searched for it and trusted I
would find it.

This is my parents’ fault. My mother and father
met at a party in Boston when she was 22 and
he was 17. My father was tall and slender with
a pointy goatee, and when he crashed the party
carrying his classical guitar, my mother took
one look and told a friend, “He’s the one for
me. I'm going to marry him.”

“I'd better introduce you, then,” the friend said,
leading her to him. “Dolly, meet Wally. You're
made for each other.”

My parents went home together that night,
and six weeks later they stole my aunt’s car
and drove cross-country to San Francisco. They
were beatniks, so they headed to City Lights
Books, where the owner, Lawrence Ferlinghetti,
fed them spaghetti and whiskey and let them
stay a night in the store basement.

After some time in the city, though, their cash
ran out, so they called my grandmother and
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lied, saying they had eloped. She wired money
and they returned to Boston, where they posed
as newlyweds to live together.

About a year later, they borrowed a friend’s
Triumph roadster and drove to North Carolina,
where they could elope without parental
consent. They were married for 43 years, until
my father died in 2004.

So the thought of “We met online” didn’t
exactly weaken my knees.

Nonetheless, rounding 40, never married and
growing impatient, I composed a long profile
that included my favorite books, music and
films. When I reached the question “What are
you looking for in a relationship?”, I couldn’t
help myself. “Kismet,” I wrote. “Is that so much
to ask?”

Meghan had convinced me to start online
dating by promising she would do it with me.
To cover our bases, we registered on two sites:
OkCupid (which was free) and eHarmony
(which was definitely not). Soon Meghan
began going on dates, returning to our San
Francisco apartment with accounts of cringe-
worthy misrepresentations and awkward
conversations.

I stayed home. I'd spotted zero signs of kismet
(not even any artistic or literary overlap), and I
refused to settle for less.

Sometimes Meghan would carry her laptop into
my bedroom. Once she said, “I found someone
for you. He’s cute and funny, but too short for
me.” (I'm 5-foot-1.) Another time, we received
the same message from the same guy: “I'm
sorry, but I just have to lay it on the line and let
you know, despite the fact you hear it all the
time, that you're undeniably, effortlessly and
strikingly attractive.”

I grew discouraged. From what I could tell, the
internet was where kismet went to die.

to be continuted

Author/ Zhu Hongyi

1. cringe-worthy adj. £ At (SKAEFAR)

presentation n. ZERHZESE; FFSL
eg. Her enthusiasm about online dating
was dampened by numerous  cringe-worthy
presentatior
HIF R _ERZ A ERILURFABENE
BRRT -
2. lay something on the line B & T 2§ ih i
B B, #B3E 4t E 2 (to speak bluntly and

I’ll lay it on the line. I’'m in love with
someone else.
RIRIFEWRIE, REEFIAT.

tle fo othing f3E$EF, THHEF (1o
accept something that is not exactly what
you want)
eg. She never settles for second best.
SR HRKER .
4. speak to somebody L A K HBHEAS
W51, &EBSIERARHG
eg. Modern art just do t speak to me.
MUK ZATEL T
5. compatibility n. (WM&, M%) TE, &
3& (the ability to have a good relationship
with someone because you have similar
interests, ideas, e
eg. You need a short period to get to know
each other and check your compatibility.
RINFEERL—REE, EHTHR, BF
HIURBEIE.

Live well, love lots, and laugh often.
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Anonymous
Donations for 23 Years
"Let It Go"

~Author/Zhang Ziruo

fter over two decades, the identity of a
person who has donated anonymously

every year to the Ningbo Charity Foundation
has remained shrouded in'mystery.
The charity organization in Ningbo, East
China's Zhejiang province, received an
envelope on Monday with a stack of money
orders worth over 1 million yuan ($156,600). It
is the 23rd year in a row the mysterious donor
has sent money orders to the federation.
According to Chen Yunjin, director of the
federation, the mysterious donor first sent a
sum of money to the federation in 1999 with
a slip attached reading, shun qi zi ran, which
means "let things take their own course."
Since then, the anonymous donor was referred
to as "Shun qi zi ran" by federation staff.
Chen said each money order is worth no more
than 10,000 yuan — because otherwise the order
has to be signed with the donor's real name
according to bank rules.
At the beginning, we tried to find out who he
or she is. But obviously he or she did not want
to be known. So we respected his or her wishes
and gave up," Chen said.
So far, the mysterious donor has donated a total
of 13.63 million yuan to the federation. All the
money donated has been used to help students
in need or for other educational purposes, Chen
said.
In recent years, more and more people in
Ningbo have followed the steps of "Shun qi
zi ran", and these anonymous donors have
altogether given more than 50 million yuan to
the federation.
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1. donor A #kH#

2. anonymously adv. F&&i; Lk B
Ea]

3. be shrouded in mystery % ¥ /4462
His family background is shrouded in
mystery.
fotd RN ¥ R LT AL EH
4. money ordersiC % Lk
5. slip 4
6.a stack of =t ; —4%
A stack of files awaited me on my desk.
Bk EA — M UHE A RLL L,
7.federation n. FEIFEE, B, BbHA; 4
ARIEI; ) L
8.course iLAL; il iE; fTAHIR, WLk
9.be referred to A4t A
His name was referred to at the meeting.
bl b5 e EARARA

Thank You for Every
Gift in Your Life
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Great things happen to those who don't stop
believing, trying, learning, and being grateful.
—— The Light in the Heart, Writer, Roy T. Bennett
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BEARGRT, BlFHl-ARRE (&
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BB "R RA K F AR TP A LK R
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After reading today's good words, I remember
the words of Khaled Hussain in the book "The
Kite Chaser”, "I look at the gray sky in the

—Author/ZfuHong yi
RO FIEREAMNEE LG, £iK, F
A REBHAY b,
—— (uPZR) FHNAK, R
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grateful adj. &:# 49

be grateful for something

% F R A

Tam truly grateful for all your help.
AP AR ).

morning, grateful for the air, grateful for the
light, grateful for still alive." Amir and his father
expressed their gratitude for their lives after
seeing the early morning sun on their way on
the run. In ancient China, there was a saying in
the Book of Poems, "To cast me with a wooden
peach, to report to Joan." Li Mi is grateful for his
grandmother's nurturing kindness, wrote in the
"Emotional Table", "The black bird is private,
willing to beg for the end of the life." Heaven
and earth because of love and permanence, and
gratitude, is the embodiment of love and good.
Is there anything in your life that you can be
grateful for?
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ing content.

&
T RE 1.Grotto: A grotto is a small interesting or attractively
shaped rocks.
2. glimpse: A glimpse of something is a brief
experience of it or an idea about it that helps you [J
=272 understand or appreciate it better.
3. category:kind, sort. 1
0006

4. frescos:BE[H i 41] : Frescos on the mountain near
SeraMonastery are graceful and colorful.

5. illustration: a drawing picture in a book, magazine,
. etc. Especially one that explain something.
Author/ Chen Pengze 6. sutra: 2%, ZIfEE.

1% i :buddhist

7. mythical: hing or that is mytt

exists only in myths and is thgefmgmaﬂnar& -

2022

Dunhuang calendar for the new year was recently published by China's Citic Press.

Containing photos of 14 sculptures and 169 paintings, created by five artists who
copied the sculptures and frescos in Mogao Grottoes in Dunhuang and Yulin Grottoes in
Guazhou, Northwest China's Gansu province, the calendar offers glimpses of the Buddhist
art treasures.

The photos in the calendar are divided into seven categories, including faithfully copied
works according to the frescos’ current appearance, copied works in which artists have filled
slightly broken parts with lines for completeness and clarity, copied works that present the

frescos as they would have been when they were finished hundreds of years ago, and copied
works that combine the elements of the original frescos and the artists' new ideas. La y\g ea g e P ol V\t
The copied works are mainly illustrations of sutras, flying apsaras female mythical figures,

paintings of various forms of Buddha and sculptures of deities, among others, which are all
important cultural relics of Dunhuang, according to Yu Chi, director of the executive office
of Dunhuang Art Institute, the publisher's partner for the calendar.

The arrangement of the paintings has also been specifically chosen. On special days, such
as festivals, the calendar features paintings that explain the meanings of the festivals, Yu
says, adding that on Jan 1, for example, the copied work is a painting of the "nine-colored
deer", which symbolizes goodness and kindness, "a New Year blessing" for the readers.

Article annotation

1. HHESERRAYE )i 5% . Magao Grottoes in Dunhuang

2. MASAEZ) 7 i faithfully copied works

3.4y E AL T4EHT—FE:as they would have been when they were finished hundreds
of years ago

4. Y JGH MG :combine the elements of the original frescos and the artists' new
ideas.

5. 3% relics

6. 1E445k i H 1 H1:0n special days

7. WiAEHUM:A New Year blessing
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Author/ Yang Yaxian

Onehour today is worth two tomorrow.




