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North China

Border City

Reports 5 Locally
Transmitted
COVID-19 Cases

Author/ Xiao Zeping

medical worker takes a swab sample from a man for nucleic acid test at
a residential area in the border city of Manzhouli in North China's Inner
Mongolia autonomous region, Dec 4, 2021.

HOHHOT -- The border city of Manzhouli in North China's Inner Mongolia
autonomous region reported five confirmed locally transmitted COVID-19 cases
from 12 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday, local authorities said.

So far, the city has reported 332 locally transmitted confirmed COVID-19 cases in
the latest outbreak. All cases are receiving treatment at a designated local hospital,
according to a press briefing.

An epidemiological investigation is underway. As of 2 p.m. on Sunday, a total
of 9,229 close contacts and 3,405 secondary close contacts had been placed under
medical observation at designated locations.

Health authorities in Manzhouli have completed the seventh round of citywide
nucleic acid testing, detecting 47 positive cases among 183,831 samples. The city
launched its eighth mass testing at 8 a.m. on Sunday.

daho, Mississippi and Wyoming have

ranked at the bottom of the U.S. in terms
of COVID-19 vaccination rates, with data
from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention showing only about half of
residents in these states have received at least
one vaccine dose. That compares with a rate
of about 70%for the U.S. overall.

Yet there are still success stories hidden
within the data - individual counties that

ave vaccination rates well above the state
mark, indicating that communities can still
pull ahead even in states that lag behind.

A recent U.S. News review shows that among
these outliers is Teton County, Wyoming,
where 98% of the population had received at
least one dose compared with about 54% of
the state - the largest such disparity within
the CDC’s data. Notably, Teton County came
in at No.1 in U.S. News' 2021 Healthiest
Communities rankings and boasts a median
ousehold income approaching $85,000.

But it’s not just rich counties that stand out:
In Jefferson county, Mississippi - a small,
majority-Black county where the median
household income is approximately $25,000
— 73% of the population had gotten at least
one shot, far above the state’s 54% mark.
As reported by the Mississippi free press, a
{local community health center used a mobile
vaccination clinic to bring shots directly to
residents.

And in Blaine county, Idaho - considered
a Democratic stronghold in a largely
conservative state, and No.136 in the
IHealthiest Communities rankings — 78%

of the population had received at least one

Vaccine Outliers in Poor-
Performing States

By Sharon Lurye
Dec. 6, 2021,From
New York Times

vaccine dose, compared with 51% of the state
on the whole.

You can find additional county-level vaccine
data from the CDC and U.S. News here, as
well as data on COVID-19 cases and deaths in
your area.

Author/ Wang Suwan
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Birds don't just fly they fall down and get up.




Al

English Herald

Sight

Issue No. 113

Adviser: Qu Nini, Shi Xiaoqin

-Editor-in-Chief: Wu Yunxiaomeng

Executive Editor: Wu Yunxiaomeng

Dec 15" 2021

n
# B A2 1

r WITH THE
I

hen one day I noticed a guy who looked
me, seemed smart and claimed to
Nho doesn’t like a handsome, smart
man who bakes pies? Also, he had filled in the
prompt “Contact me if ” with “you want
to get out of town.” I was a traveler, always
wanting to get out of town — so I “favorited”
him, the OkCupid equivalent of sending over a
drink.
After two days of flirtatious banter, I finally
broached the question that had been bothering
me: “You listed favorite music and films, but
no books. Was that an oversight, or do you not
read?”

“Recorded music has alwa poken to me
the way the written word speak: to most,” he
replied.

I shut my computer. I was the daughter of
bookshop owners, a lifelong collector of
signed first editions and an author. D
literature was the height of stimulation.
Reading was fundamental to my identity.
A few days later, he messaged: “Seem:
you may be looking for a bookworm, v
fine. However, yc
a word nerd. I's
with a Scrabble m;
Then he started inserting high-s
like “zootaxy” into messages. The ploy
we made tenuous plans to meet for Scrabble
the following week.
Two nights later, heading home from my
waitressing job, I boarded a bus and sat down
next to an attractive man who looked a lot
like the word nerd’s profile picture. I couldn’t
be sure, and I was too nervous to sneak a
confirming glance. Also, it was past midnight
on a public bus — not the time or place to
study strangers’ faces.
Instead, I stared at my phone and said nothing.
What are the chances, I wondered, in a city of
roughly 800,000? But after three stops, when he
got off in the neighborhood where he had told
me he lived, I knew.
In the morning, I messaged him through
OkCupid: “Were you on the 71 bus late last
night? I sat next to someone who looked
ciously like your photo.”
“Whoa,” he replied.
“Holy crap,” I wrote.
Ou t date lasted 12 hours. We went to an art
gallery, the farmers’ market and a cafe, where
we played Scrabble. He seemed delighted
when I won by 100 points. That night, we ate
Ethiopian food with our hands then crossed
the street to a music hall where he whisked me
upstairs to the V.I.P. section to watch Meshell
Ndegeocello sing in the dark.
The whole affair was straight out of a kismet
textbook. So when he continued to not read
novels, and when the ensuing weeks revealed
more incompatibilities — he didn’t like coffee,
hated to fly, and baked only one kind of pie
(pumpkin, my least favorite) — I would think:
But the universe put us together. And then I
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would give him another chance.
The chances paid off. Though he never drank
coffee, he researched brewing techniques and
learned to make a flawless French press, which
ed to me in bed each morning. Once,
as about to take my first sip, he rushed in.
t!” he said, and dropped a pinch of salt

1p. “OK, now.”

o traveled with me, pale and quiet and
pushing the call button repeatedly to ask how
long the turbulence would last. He tried Xanax
and Ambien. Nothing worked, but he swore
his flight anxiety wouldn’t interfere with future
adventures.

I was in love and happy, but doubts simmered.
i ionally fantasized about a man who
sip coffee with me and read novels in
bed on our frequent trips to India.
When I shared this with my therapist, she told
me to “ ha\\ a funeral for the death of romantic
illus
One February afternoon, he and I were playing
Scrabble in the park when I reached into the
bag of tiles hoping for the Q and pulled out a
ring instead. I dropped it on the board as if I
had been electrocuted. “What is that?”
“It's a ring,” he said.
“What's it doing here?”
“Will you make me the
world?” he asked.
It has been eight y ince I calmed down and
somehow found the presence of mind to spell
“Yes” in Scrabble tiles.
My husband still won’t touch coffee, but he
inues to brew a sublime French press and
onally even delivers me a lightly salted
cup in bed. H

happiest man in the

n for literature.
And though he hasn’t conquered his fear
of flying, we developed a system: We take
direct, daytime flights in calm weather, and
if turbulence hits, he chugs two glasses of red
wine and passes out. We haven’t yet made it
to India, but we have been to Italy, Tunisia,
Portugal, France, Spain and Morocco. I've even
come around, slowly, to appreciating pumpkin
pie. Somehow his ta: better.

Two years ago, we celebrated the 10-year
anniversary of the night we shared a bench
seat on the 71 bus. With reservations at our
favorite restaurant, we were dressed up and
anticipating a four-course dinner, fine wine and
uninterrupted conversation. But five minutes
before our babysitter arrived, our son started
vomiting, so we celebrated at home with our
sick child tucked between us, watching a
Disney movie on the couch.

So much for romantic illusion. And good
riddance. It has taken me too long to understand
that compatibility defies algorithms, and that
kismet is 1 about fateful encounters and
favorite books than lt about finding someone
who's eager to face ears — and make coffee
he doesn’t even drink — just to be with me.

old son, wh

Author/ Qiao Yaying &Quan Chunmei
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Live well, love lots, and laugh often.
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to census data.
"A’super solo society’, characterize
people who never get married a
who become single again after be
will be the future of all cor
Japan, " says Kazuhisa Arakawa,a
Hakuhodo.
And it’s the combination of de
coupled with the emergence
attitudes towards how lives ca
helped ohitorisama to flourish.

from 25% in 1995 to over 35% m@ H.n

But many think Japan
way. From dining to nightlife to travel new
options catering specifically to individuals
have popped up in recent years. It's known as
the "ohitorisama” movement: people boldly
choosing to do things alone, the opinions of
others be damned.

What's driving the change and why exactly is EE A .

it considered so significant? "Japan is a small 1.0hitorisama - % 4
country, and everybody needs to coexist,” says 2.damn3 [deem] R
Motoko Matsushita, a senior consultant at vt 454 R An
Nomura Research Institute. She says that along 3.coexist3k [ kevig'zist] & [ kovig'zis
with the rise of social media — the way friend v R AL, Kf; ffk

numbers or likes can dictate your value — this ﬁ‘"_

led to stifling peer pressure that stigmatized coexist peacefully A= 54 ; x4k
being seen alone. She says the blowback from Mentor is to coexist TIRTAA AAaL 2 i
coexist coexist %4k 45 ; kB £ A

4.dictate v. @3¢, ©if; &4, LA disable vt.
# % fi& 71 (Ability), %%

5.stifling % ['starflig] % [ starfli]

adj. AAZ &4 WV REL: B (stifle
L5 7)

A Set of More Than 5,00
Chanel "Cut the Wrong

—% H55000% 3%,
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hao Xintong completed a 10-5 win over

Luca Brecel to claim the UK Championship
crown in York. The manner of his win over

has received significant backlash from grece}lfsuggested many more major titles could
customers who say it is not worth its $825 price ow his way.
tag. Zhao's victory means China currently holds
two of the three ‘triple crown’ titles, after Yan
Bingtao’s Masters triumph earlier this year - and
hinted at a seismic shift in the sport’s balance of
power.
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- News in Bmef/
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A
Aluxury advent calendar released by Chanel

In a video posted to TikTok, influencer Elise
Harmon filmed herself unboxing the pricey
calendar and revealed the rather underwhelming
contents.

The Chanel website purports that each day of
the calendar either "contains a full-size fragrance
or makeup product, miniature, or other surprise
marked with Gabrielle Chanel's lucky number."

153 %
1. advent /‘mdvent/ n. (EZFH, A4, AN
H49)8 0, EK(the coming of an important

A=)
event, person, invention, etc.); &K F i

advent calendar %] 4 0 5 - Author/Zhu Hongyi -
2. release /ri'lis/ v. Hi#i(* ) L (RH); F T -
(L ALA]) ]

The film is recently released. / k
ALY RLLT / \
3.backlash /'baklef/ n. 3%Zk#l(a strong

Zhao and Brecel had ripped up the established
order in their respective semi-finals, Brecel
beating Kyren Wilson, while Zhao defeated
Barry Hawkins.

negative reaction by a large number of people)
The company is facing an angry backlash from
employees over the extra working hours.

28] E”é"ikﬁl'l J‘ f!ﬂlﬂl%iﬁﬂ}ii’h

ET R
271, claim /klemm/ v. (4h 7 % F ) 4% (win) ; B AR
2. manner /'manar/ n. 7 X, ik
3. hint /hint/ v. ¥ 7 (suggest)
4. seismic /'saizmik/ adj. 3& A" € IREY; WK
Y A A
seismic shift E k #94% %

The discovery caused a seismic shift in public

The reaction from the market is underwhelming.
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TheRise of Japan’s "Super Solo" Culture

Author/Li Min

6.stigmatised 3% ['stigma taz]

v, (f2) BE AR (f8) L2HR
blowback3% ['blou bzek]
n. (RIaHEB) B, B
PHRAL) @B SRR (R

arzmik

to contribute the most variance in student
delinquency.
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9.flourish 3 [ flarif]

VI T AR A TARBRS n A R
s

attitudes.
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5. balance of power 77 ¥ 3 f(— A 45 56 L4y
B R AA R I])

6. rip up the established order 4748 % £ -
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According to data from the Unicode Consortium,
the organization that maintains the standards for
digital text, nine of the 10 most used emojis from
2019 also ranked among the top 10 this year.
The red heart emoji held the No.2 spot, and the
tears of joy emoji ranked No.1, despite members
of Gen Z deeming it uncool.

The fact that most of the top 10 in Unicode's data
set stayed fairly consistent signifies just how
flexible the current set of emojis are.

| I

1. the Unicode Consortium #&—25 5% 8.

2. emoji /i'moodsi/ n. & 5

sticker/meme n. & &

3. rank among sth. 3 % X A7 7] 34z

China ranks among the safest countries in the
world.

PETANA LRER ERELHERZ —.

4. hold the No. XX spot%t.rank No.XX & 7"# 4%
FIL e

Lk tak the ﬁrst/second etc. place

5. Gen RZ(90SEA P 1 £120004F £ %

R “""&. KYHICHE,
Ao EFA ‘t!'l’i.” a

6. consistent /kor"$1st(2)h AT AL AR

H)—&# i °

She’s the teal ent player.

WA RMET,
stay/remamn:onsnstentﬁ:ﬁr &, &%

Never too old to leamn, never too late to turm.
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"Be a sailor of the world and ‘5™ 0

prejudice n. ffi il

N

. bigotry n. [5]4 ‘
go to all the piers S —
AR, R AT 3 Author/ ZhuHongyi  "holesome adj. €11

charitable adj. #4511

o JiiE
be fatal to Xf ...... B
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Do you like travel?
Today's sentence:

Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and
narrow-mindedness, and many of our
people need it sorely on these accounts. Broad,
wholesome, charitable views of men and things —— P - FEPAR HRETRIZARY

cannot be acquired by vegetating in one little

corner of the garth all oyne'sglifetime‘zg. Today's feelings:

—The Innocents Abroad, Writer, Mark Twain Day after day at three o’clock and one line of life and

s . fixed locations, the days are long, and people always feel
ARG, EAORIA R, 5 AR AT, — AT BN onsraimed. 1 need some hopes and remories o aavel
XTI RATTGEATE RIS HERERT . BRI

N in other places to refresh my sensitivity to life and re-see
—— TR DR i, AR the monotonous days. Fresh bits and pieces. Which trip

did you remember the most?
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True love is hard,
but | wish you no regrets

Author/ ZhuHongyi

Onehour today is worth two tomorrow.




